On the morning of 6 December 2011, we arrived in Imizamo Yethu as a small group of researchers 1 prepared to start a three-month action-research project on violence, local (dis)order and rule. As we drove into the township, we noticed that large rocks and tyres had been pushed into the road, blocking the way. Smoke drifted across the settlement and we saw broken glass and debris in the road. We started counting the numbers of cars with smashed windows. At the police station at the entrance to the township, a large group of angry people was gathered, shouting and arguing.
Through examining violence in the township of Imizamo Yethu in Cape Town, we show that leadership in this community is not based on violence, despite its pervasiveness in the settlement. Further, rule by local leaders and the state is often weak, and normally not violently enforced. This account challenges three common views in the literature. The first is that, under conditions of weak rule, violence is primarily about contests over political power. The use of violence by a variety of social actors in Imizamo Yethu, but rarely by political leaders or parties, challenges this assumption. The second is that violence is central to maintaining local rule -but in Imizamo Yethu leaders have seldom used coercion. Lastly, our case illustrates that effective local rule is not necessarily a condition of party identification, which is rooted in larger dynamics
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Eventually, after speaking with various community leaders and residents, we were able to establish years, growing at a rate of nearly 1 000 new people a year to about 25 000 people today. 15 When 23 This amounts to a figure of 26 per 100 000, which, while lower than the national average of 33 per 100 000, is still high. Our research also suggests that many crimes, particularly those related to sexual violence, mugging and robbery, are significantly underreported, as revealed by many respondents in our workshops who related intimate crimes they had not reported to the police or even shared with their families. Perhaps more striking has been the rise in drug-related crime, which has seen a notable spike in the last few years.
There is more to this than better policing, as many respondents reported the emergence of drug gangs in Imizamo Yethu for the first time in its history. 24 In our participatory workshops, discussions highlighted the question of insecurity. Notably, all respondents feared crime, especially at night, and in all parts of the settlement other than in the section where they lived. While respondents felt that 'the police, SANCO/ANC and the community' should be the leading actors in reducing crime, in that order, they reported that those who made the community safe were 'cats and dogs, neighbours and family', in that order. Cats, because they 'kill rats and mice that eat food', and dogs because 'they bark at tsotsis'. Despite this, the overwhelming impression we gained from respondents over many years' fieldwork is that while taxi owners are influential in Imizamo Yethu, they do not control SANCO. As one respondent put it, 'they are much too busy making real money to worry about small politics'. in support for the ANC in local government elections in Hout Bay (Table 2) . Whatever the travails of SANCO and weak rule, the ANC remains electorally strong in Imizamo Yethu.
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